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LAND REVENUE (RENT) AND PRICE LEVELS. 

A general history of the rise and fall of price levels has been given in the report 
under the head of “ Commutations.” Under the head of “ Famines ” it has been dealt 
with elsewhere, how the crops failed completely or partially either owing to drought, or 
famine or floods and the ryots lost not merely crops but their houses, cattle and all other 
goods. Since 1802, until this date, there had been periodical famines and also the fall in 
prices. It has also been pointed out under the head of “ Irrigation Works and Repairs,” 
what cost had been incurred by the landholders in maintaining old works or constructing 
new works and how, out of proportion, w T as the enhancement of land revenue to the cost 
of repairs and new constructions even as a matter of fact. 

The next material that must be placed on record to enable the legislatures and the 
Government to understand how the enhancement of rents had been made during the last 
136 years, even when the price levels did not justify any such enhancements, are the graphs. 
For this purpose we have got graphs prepared for each district and also the whole Presidency 
showing the price levels during the last 136 years. In the district graphs there are some 
gaps because the information could not be obtained for some districts. The'Presidency 
graph is practically complete. On a study of the price levels given in the graphs for each 
district and also the Presidency that are annexed to this volume, it can be clearly seen 
how the enhancement of the land revenue was made in periods in which the ryots were 
unable to pay even the existing taxes on account of the fall in prices. 

Before we go to the graphs we give below two statements prepared, by us from out 
of the graphs, one for the Northern and Western districts and the other for the Southern 
districts, showing the price levels in the districts containing zamindari tracts for certain 
typical faslis which stand as important landmarks in the history of the price movements 
on account of the following causes :— 

(3) Development of roads and communications. 

(2) The establishment of ports and the increased exports from the province. 

(3) The construction of railways in the south by loans floated in England. 

(4) The construction of irrigation works in the Godavari, Kistna and Tanjore by 
loans floated in England. 

(5) The consequent mintage of silver and the institution of paper currency in 1860 
to enable a freer and larger circulation of money for employment and trade. 

(6) The beginnings of survey and settlement operations. 

(7) Famines and floods. 

(8) Wars. 

A careful study of this will show the periods during which enhancements of land- 
revenue had been made when there was absolutely no justification. The statements also 
show the periods during which the price movements were high. Whenever the prices 
rose it was not due to any improvements made by th,e landholders by way of maintaining 
irrigation works or constructing new ones. On the other hand, such rise was due to the 
causes above mentioned. 



0 


REPORT OF THE ESTATES LAND ACT COMMITTEE—PART HI 


Variations in prioes in the northern districts. 
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Variations in prices in the southern districts. 


(In rupees per garce.) 
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These figures are prices of fasli 1218. 
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t These figures are prices of /asli 1212. 


Having explained the object and the scope of the statements printed above, we shall 
now give, the graphs themselves below, which can be referred to for understanding the 
conditions readily. 












